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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 18-22, and 24-25 have been amended. Claims 3 and 23 
have been canceled without prejudice. No claims have been added. Claims 1-2, 4-22, 
and 24-27 remain pending. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

determining processor utilization in a data processing system using one of a plurality 
of logical processors in the data processing system ; and 

synchronizing execution of a plurality of threads in the data processing system to 
prevent interrupting the determining of the processor utilization. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further including processing the plurality 
of threads simultaneously on [[a]] the plurality of logical processors. 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[3]] 2, wherein the synchronizing further 
includes executing a predetermined unit of code on the plurality of logical processors, 
except the one determining the processor utilization, to prevent interrupting the determining 
of the processor utilization. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein determining the processor utilization 
comprises calculating a frequency of the one of the plurality of logical processors. 
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6. (Currently amended) A_[["The]] method comprising: of c l a i m 1 , furth e r inc l ud i ng 
determining processor utilization in a data processing system having a plurality of 

physical processors; 

processing the a plurality of threads simultaneously on [[a]] the plurality of physical 
processors ; and 

synchronizing execution of the plurality of threads in the data processing system to 
prevent interrupting the determining of the processor utilization by 

pausing execution of at least one of the plurality of threads during the 
determining of the processor utilization . 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the determining includes one of the 
plurality of physical processors determining the processor utilization. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein synchronizing the execution of the 
plurality of threads comprises 

executing a predetermined unit of code on the plurality of physical processors, 
except the one determining the processor utilization, to prevent interrupting the determining 
of the processor utilization. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein determining the processor utilization 
comprises calculating a frequency of the one of the plurality of physical processors. 

10. (Original) A method comprising: 
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determining processor utilization in a system executing at least a first thread and a 
second thread; and 

pausing execution of the second thread during the determining of the processor 
utilization. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising executing at least the first 
and the second threads simultaneously on at least a first processor and a second processor 
in the system. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, the determining including the first processor 
determining the processor utilization. 

13. (Original) An apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of processors, one of the plurality of processors to determine processor 
utilization and the remaining processors to execute a predetermined unit of code to prevent 
interrupting the one determining the processor utilization; and 

a bus coupling the plurality of processors to each other. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of 13, further comprising a performance monitor 
counter coupled to each of the plurality of processors to keep track of when the processor is 
active. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of 14, the performance monitor counter to provide a 
count for determining the processor utilization. 
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1 6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the plurality of processors 
comprise a plurality of logical processors to execute threads simultaneously. 

1 7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein execution of the predetermined 
unit of code causes the remaining processors to pause. 

1 8. (Currently amended) A physical machine-accessible tangible medium that provides 
instructions that, if executed by a processor, will cause the processor to perform operations 
comprising: 

determining processor utilization; and 

synchronizing execution of a plurality of threads to prevent interrupting the 
determining of the processor utilization using one of a plurality of logical processors in the 
data processing system . 

1 9. (Currently amended) The physical machine-accessible tangible medium of claim 1 8, 
wherein the operations further comprise processing the plurality of threads simultaneously 
on a plurality of logical processors. 

20. (Currently amended) The physical machine-accessible tangible medium of claim 1 8, 
wherein the determining includes calculating a frequency of the processor. 

21 . (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

a plurality of dynamic random access memory (DRAM) devices; and 
a processing device, coupled to the plurality of DRAM devices, operable to perform 
operations comprising: 
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determining processor utilization using one of a plurality of logical processors 
in the data processing system ; and 

synchronizing execution of a plurality of threads to prevent interrupting the 
determining of the processor utilization. 

22. (Currently amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein the operations further include 
processing the plurality of threads simultaneously with [[a]] the plurality of logical 
processors. 

23. (Canceled). 

24. (Currently amended) The system of claim [[23]] 22, wherein the synchronizing further 
includes executing a predetermined unit of code on the plurality of logical processors, 
except the one determining the processor utilization, to prevent interrupting the determining 
of the processor utilization. 

25. (Currently amended) A_[P"he]] system comprising: of cla i m 21 , wh e r e in th e 
operat i ons further compr i se 

a plurality of dynamic random access memory (DRAM) devices; and 
a processing device, coupled to the plurality of DRAM devices, operable to perform 
operations comprising: 

determining processor utilization; 

processing a the plurality of threads with a plurality of physical processors; 

and 
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synchronizing execution of [[a]] the plurality of threads to prevent interrupting 
the determining of the processor utilization by 

pausing execution of at least one of the plurality of threads during 
the determining of the processor utilization . 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the processing of the plurality of 
threads includes one of the plurality of physical processors determining the processor 
utilization. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the synchronizing further includes 
executing a predetermined unit of code on the plurality of physical processors, except the 
one determining the processor utilization, to prevent interrupting the determining of the 
processor utilization. 
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